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CONCEPTUAL FRAMEWORK OF THE RESEARCH

Relevance and importance of the chosen topic. The current ethno-national structure of
the Republic of Moldova was formed over the centuries and was influenced by Roman
provincial culture, the great migration of peoples, the arrival of the Slavs, and, beginning in the
19th century, by the annexation of Bessarabia by the Russian Empire (1812). At that time,
colonization processes directed by the Tsarist government, as well as spontaneous ones, began —
many peasants from the inner provinces of the Empire relocated to Bessarabia. As a result, in
addition to the majority titular ethnic group — Romanians-Moldovans, Ukrainians, Roma
(Gypsies), Jews, Greeks, etc., who had already been present, other peoples also settled in the
region — Bulgarians, Gagauz, Germans, Russians, and others.

The annexation of Bessarabia by the USSR in 1940 and its re-annexation in 1944 required
considerable efforts on the part of Soviet authorities to demonstrate the existence, first in the
MASSR and then in the MSSR — both artificially created in 1924 and 1940 respectively — of a
distinct “Moldovan people,” separate from the Romanian people, and of a “Moldovan language,”
different from Romanian. From this point of view, understanding the essence of the process of
studying ethno-national aspects during the Soviet period in the MASSR/MSSR is highly relevant
today, as the consequences of these approaches continue to be actively promoted by certain
forces within present-day Moldova.

For the history of science in the Republic of Moldova, it is especially important to trace
how both academic research institutions and the field of ethno-national studies evolved —
domains that were directly controlled by party authorities and heavily funded by the state, where
many academic careers were built. Financial resources, human efforts, and time were wasted to
satisfy interests far removed from science. As a result, the concept of anti-Romanian Soviet
“Moldovenism” was created, meant to divide the Bessarabian Romanians from those across the
Prut River and to justify their “liberation” from “Romanian-landlord occupation”. Today, the
problem of “Moldovenism” remains relevant, as political circles in the Russian Federation
continue to promote differences between the “Moldovan language” and the Romanian language,
and between the “Moldovan people” and the Romanian people. Publications continue to appear,
funded by forces hostile to Moldova’s European orientation and its fraternal relationship with
Romania, which use old theses from Soviet historiography as ‘“arguments” against this
orientation. These same “arguments” are invoked by local pro-Russian forces to indoctrinate the
mindset of ordinary people in the republic. In this regard, well-argued critique, based on a solid

scientific foundation, of opinions expressed during the Soviet period is particularly timely.



During the Soviet era, the history of ethnic communities was entirely ideologized, being a
component of the ideology promoted by communist authorities. Scientific schools in this field
were absent — the only “scientific” school was based on the so-called “Marxist-Leninist
teaching”. While research directions varied, researchers as a whole belonged to the same
ideological school — Marxism-Leninism. Each justified their point of view through the Marxist-
Leninist ideology on the national question. Some of them held important positions in the party
and state leadership of Soviet Moldova.

The inclusion of this research topic in national and international scientific concerns, in an
inter- and transdisciplinary context, gives it heightened relevance, as preventing errors in future
research and conducting a correct scientific investigation require an objective examination of
works from the Soviet period. Ultimately, this will lead to harmonization of interethnic relations
in the Republic of Moldova.

The aim of this study is to study the evolution of science in the MASSR/MSSR regarding
the investigation of the history of ethno-national research during the expansion of the
dictatorship on the left bank of the Dniester, where the Moldavian ASSR (1924-1940) was
established, and during the existence of Soviet statehood in Bessarabia and the former
Moldavian SSR (1940/1944-1991). The study also aims to highlight the specific features of the
research process on this issue, depending on the ethno-national policy of the communist regime
at different stages of its evolution.

Research Objectives:

o To investigate the historiography and historiographic sources from socio-human and
historical sciences, including unpublished ones, that allow for the exploration of the proposed
topic.

o To identify the forms and methods of organizing science in the ethno-national field
throughout the evolution of the Soviet regime, with the aim of effectively using scientific
potential to support the false narrative about the early medieval formation of a “Moldovan
people” and “Moldovan language,” distinct from the Romanian people and language.

o To examine sources regarding the role of the Communist Party and the Soviet state
in determining policies related to ethno-national research in the USSR and in the
MASSR/MSSR.

o To investigate the evolution of forms and trends in organizing science in the ethno-
national field in the MASSR/MSSR and its relationship with scientific centers of the USSR.



o To highlight researchers' strategies for adapting to the directives of Soviet party and
state authorities.

o To establish the main historical periods during which the issue addressed in the thesis
was studied and to identify the key characteristics of these periods.

The research hypothesis stems from the fact that, during the Soviet period, ethno-
national research was primarily directed toward justifying the ethno-national policy of the
Communist Party in the non-Russian territories of the USSR—regions often inhabited by ethnic
groups that extended beyond the Soviet borders. In order to avoid territorial claims from
neighboring states, the regime resorted to the ,,creation” of ethnic groups distinct from their co-
nationals across the border, an idea that was to be ,,scientifically” substantiated. Our hypothesis
demonstrates that researchers were assigned a false objective: to divide a single people and to
»argue” that there were two; to split a language and to ,,demonstrate” that there were two.
Academic research in the MASSR/MSSR was overseen by the Academy of Sciences of the
USSR, and under the strict conditions of dependence on the center, no local scientific school in
the field of ethno-national studies emerged.

Summary of the Research Methodology and Justification of the Chosen Research
Methods. The history of science regarding the ethno-national issue incorporates traditional
research methods such as analysis and synthesis, induction and deduction, as well as the
approach from the concrete to the abstract, classification, and typologization. The use of these
methods made it possible to identify various groups of authors and works, such as local
researchers and those from Soviet Union scientific centers, scholars from the interwar and
postwar periods, researchers who came to the MASSR/MSSR from other regions of the USSR,
or those educated within the local educational system. Additionally, the following methods were
applied throughout the research: the chronological method, the problem-chronological method,
periodization, and the comparative-historical method.

Keywords: ethno-national, MASSR, MSSR, “Moldovan people”, “Moldovan nation”,
“Moldovan language”, “Moldovan literary language”, Romanian language, Romanian literary

language, Moldovans, Romanians.



THE CORE STRUCTURE OF THE THESIS

The doctoral thesis consists of the table of contents, abstracts in Romanian, English, and
Russian, the Introduction, three chapters, general conclusions and recommendations, and the
bibliography.

The Introduction justifies the relevance and significance of the researched topic, defines
the geographical and chronological framework, outlines the aim and objectives of the research,
and presents the research hypothesis. In addition, it describes the selected research methods, the
novelty and originality of the study, the scientific problem addressed, as well as the theoretical

significance and practical value of the thesis.

Chapter 1. The Historiographical Dimension and Sources Concerning Ethno-
national Research in the MASSR/MSSR examines the historiography of studies related to the
ethno-national issue, revealing that research in this area has remained rather modest. The chapter
identifies and analyzes both historiographical and historical sources, including previously
unpublished archival materials discovered in the archives of Chisinau.

In Subchapter 1. The History of Ethno-national Research: Soviet and Post-Soviet
Historiography it is emphasized that, through an article published in 1925, the direction was set
for the research of historians in the MASSR regarding the ethno-national issue, aiming to
demonstrate the existence of a “Moldovan people” east of the Prut River, distinct from the
Romanian people®.

The chapter mentions that in the postwar historiography of the MSSR (1944-1991), the
first publications regarding ethno-national investigations focused on the characterization of the
opinions presented at the conferences and meetings of the Moldovan Scientific Committee. In
1949, N.A. Mohov published a brief report on the scientific session held by the Institute of
History, Language, and Literature of the Moldovan Base (transformed in 1949 into the
Moldovan Branch) of the Academy of Sciences of the USSR, which took place in December
1947. The session discussed the plan for the work dedicated to the History of Moldova. After
consultations with specialists from the Institute of History of the Academy of Sciences of the
USSR, this plan became the basis for the future textbook®. A generalization of the research was
carried out in 1954 by the president of the Moldovan Branch of the Academy of Sciences of the
USSR, la.S. Grosul, who emphasized the importance of the ethno-genesis of the “Moldovan

! Jepxasun, K.H. Kto Takue monmasane? in: Becmuux snanus, 1925, Ne 7, pp. 519-522.
2 Moxos, H.A. PaGora cexkropa ucropuu HHCTUTyTa HCTOpHUHM, fA3bIKA U JUTEPaTyphl MOJAAaBCKOM HaydHO-
uccienoBarensekoi 6a3el Akanemuu Hayk CCCP. In: Bonpocwut ucmopuu, 1949, nr. 4, p3. 156-157.



people”, highlighting the role of the Slavs in this process. In 1956, N. Mohov referred to the
discussions on the ethno-genesis of the “Moldovan people”, pointing out that these discussions
took place within a narrow circle and were rarely published in the press®.

The first synthesis of historiography in the MSSR was published in 1963 by la.S. Grosul
and N.A. Mohov. They criticized the opinion of N. Boretki-Bergfeld (1880-1913), who had
accepted the views of “Romanian chauvinist historians” on the origin of the Eastern Romance
peoples. However, the authors made no reference to the achievements of MSSR historiography
in the issue of the ethno-genesis of the “Moldovan people™. In the study published in 1964, Ia.S.
Grosul warned that the Presidium of the Academy of Sciences of the USSR had discussed
measures regarding research in the ethno-national field: the study of the history, language, and
literature of the “Moldovan people”. In 1967, la.S. Grosul and N.A. Mohov published an article
dedicated to the development of historical science in the MSSR, noting that the issue of the
“ethno-genesis of the Moldovan people” had not been satisfactorily solved. They criticized
Romanian historiography, which, in their view, underestimated the role of the Slavs, stating that
the formation of the “Moldovan socialist nation” had been well studied®.

The activity of the Scientific Council for the Complex Study of the Problem of Slavo-
Wallachian Relations and the Formation of the Moldovan People was presented in the studies
signed by V.S. Zelenciuc and T.D. Zlatkovskaia, G.I. Spataru, and G.F. Cebotarenco. The
activity of the Moldovan Scientific Committee in the field of research on the history of the
“Moldovan people” and the “Moldovan language” was addressed by O.l. Tarasov.

In general, Soviet researchers failed to develop historiographical works with a profound
and objective analysis of publications on the ethno-national issue, limiting themselves to
informative descriptions that included declarative criticisms of “bourgeois” and Romanian
authors. The presence of materials in local or union journals, which briefly presented the issue at
hand, was intended to reassure the reader that investigations were being carried out in this
direction.

The chapter mentions that the proclamation of independence stimulated the evolution of
historiography in the Republic of Moldova, including the history of ethno-national research in
the MSSR. Specialists were expected to evaluate/re-evaluate the research carried out during the

Soviet period. It was a complicated task. Initially, researchers approached certain issues through

¥ Moxos, H.A. Hayunas paGora ncropuxoB Momngasum. in: Bonpocer ucmopuu, 1956, nr. 5, p. 206.

‘r pocymn, 51.C., Moxos, H.A. Vicropuorpadgus Monnasun. In: Quepxu ucmopuu ucmopuuecxoii nayku ¢ CCCP.
Mocksa: UznatensctBo AH CCCP, 1963, 1. 3, pp. 657-658.

> I'pocyn, S.C., Moxos, H.A. Uctopuueckas nayka B Momnasckoii CCP. (Ilepuon commanmsma). in: Bompocwi
ucmopuu, 1967, nr. 2, pp. 22-26, 41.



the lens of personnel policy at the Institute of History in the post-war period, when individuals
from outside the republic or from left-bank Moldova were promoted, while local specialists were
treated with clear suspicion®.

An informative article on the achievements of the period 1946-2006 was published by
D. Dragnev and I. Jarcutschi in 2006. The authors list a series of works without providing an
analysis of the various problems related to the history of Moldova, including those concerning
the “origin of the Moldovans”’.

Ethnocultural processes in the Carpathian-Dniester area during the 2nd—14th centuries, as
reflected in post-war Soviet research, were examined in S. Matveev's monographic study,
highlighting the politicization and monopolization of research by certain individuals, the
exaggerated emphasis on the role of the Slavs, and the denial of the continuity of the Romance
population east of the Carpathians®.

The chapter emphasizes that only in the last decade have studies begun to appear on the
proposed research topic, with authors analyzing investigations in the ethno-national field, the
institutionalization of research, and the biographies of some researchers. The article by lon
Xenofontov and Lidia Prisac draws attention to the fact that during the Soviet period, studies
were elaborated referring to the existence of “Moldovans” as distinct from Romanians, while the
thesis concerning the “primary rights of the Slavs” over Bessarabia is described as “purely
propagandistic”, both ideas being promoted under the direction of the Propaganda Section of the
Central Committee of the CPSU®. The study elaborated by 1. Jarcutschi, C. Manolache, and |I.
Xenofontov underlines that, at the command of the Bolshevik party, specialists from the MASSR
tried to “prove” the existence of a “Moldovan literary language™*.

In 2016, linguist Vasile Bahnaru published a review of the scientific achievements related
to the creation of the “Moldovan people” and the “Moldovan language”, describing them as “two
scientific-sounding aberrations developed to justify the seizure of Bessarabia in 1812 and
1940, D. Dragnev's study notes that the activity of scientific personnel in the MSSR was under
the supervision of the totalitarian regime, and the works were elaborated at the request of

6 Negru, E., Negru, Gh. Politica de cadre la Institutul de Istorie al AS a RSSM in perioada postbelici. in: Basarabia,
1991, nr. 12, pp. 184-186.

" Dragnev, D., Jarcutchi, I. Stiinta istorica din Moldova in anii 1946-2006. In: Revista de Istorie a Moldovei, 2006,
nr.1-2, p. 6.

® Matveev, S. Procesele etno-culturale din spatiul Carpato-Nistrean in secolele TI-XIV. Istoriografia sovietica.
Chisinau: Pontos. 2009, pp. 141-142.

® Xenofontov, 1., Prisac, L. File din activitatea Institutului de Istorie, Limba si Literatura al Bazei/Filialei
Moldovenesti a AS a URSS (1946-1958). In: Enciclopedica: Revista de istorie a stiingei si studii enciclopedice,
2013, nr. 1, pp. 27-29, 36-37.

19 Jarcutchi, I., Manolache, C., Xenofontov, I. Stiinta in Republica Moldova: file de istorie (I). In: Enciclopedica.
Revista de istorie a stiintei si studii enciclopedice, 2013, nr. 1, p. 12.

1 Bahnaru, V. Filologia si istoria sovieticd moldoveneasca — diversiune stiintifica cu suport ideologic si geopolitic.
In: Akademos, 2016, nr. 2, p. 135-142.



authorities from Moscow and the MSSR. The author considers that the “Khrushchev Thaw” was
a “period of limited liberalization of the totalitarian regime”, and that the main objective until
1991 was the “scientific substantiation” of the existence of two Eastern Romance peoples —
Moldovan and Romanian — each with distinct histories and languages*?. Evaluating the scientific
results in the ethno-national field, C. Manolache and I. Xenofontov consider them to be “rather
modest™*®. The same authors also addressed the institutionalization of academic science in the
MSSR during the years 1946-1960, highlighting that priority was given to the study of the
history, archaeology, and ethnography of the “Moldovan people™*.

Referring to the establishment of the Moldovan Branch of the Academy of Sciences of
the USSR in 1949-1950, I. Xenofontov highlights the ‘“shortcomings noted in its activity,
particularly within the Institute of History, Language, and Literature, whose collaborators still
lacked a common opinion regarding the origin of the 'Moldovan language,’ its 'specific
characteristics,' its literary heritage, and the incorporation of Marxism into the study of the
Moldovan language™®®.

D. Dragnev and I. Xenofontov examined the involvement of scientific institutions in the
MSSR in Stalinist campaigns during 1946-1953, a period in which the existence of a “Moldovan
language”, distinct from Romanian, was once again being “scientifically justified”. The authors
analyzed the creation and activities of the Moldovan Scientific Research Base of the Academy of
Sciences of the USSR between 1944 and 1949, which, in their view, led to the integration of
scientific activity in the MSSR into the Soviet academic structure. At the same time, they
emphasize that the primary research focus was on the formation of the “Moldovan people” and
the “Moldovan language”, with a particular emphasis on the role of the Slavs in these processes.
The authors point out that researchers were compelled to demonstrate the existence of the
“Moldovan people” as distinct from the Romanian people, as well as the historical unity of the
“Moldovan people” first with the Slavs, and later with Russians and Ukrainians.

The chapter also highlights that, in recent years, some studies have been published on the
biographies and scientific work of specialists from the Soviet period, which, to some extent, have
addressed ethno-national issues.

Subchapter 11. Historiographical and Historical Sources. In this chapter, both
historiographical and historical sources were examined. The term historiographical source refers

to the studies carried out by specialists on a given topic, which, in this case, concerns the history

2 Dragnev, D. Stiinte socioumanistice: evolutie si personalititi. in: Akademos, 2016, nr. 3, p. 57-58.

3 Manolache, C., Xenofontov, I. Academia de Stiinte a RSS Moldovenesti in perioada 1961-1990. Studiu
retrospectiv. in: Akademos, 20186, nr. 2, pp. 7-17.

% Manolache, C., Xenofontov, L Institutionalizarea stiintei academice in RSS Moldoveneasci (1946-1960). In:
Akademos, 2016, nr. 1, pp. 17-19.

5 Xenofontov, 1. Constituirea Filialei Moldovenesti a Academiei de Stiinte a URSS (1949-1950). in: Studia
Universitatis Moldaviae. Seria Stiinfe Umanistice, 2017, nr. 10, p. 2309.
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of ethno-national research in the Moldavian ASSR (MASSR) and the Moldavian SSR (MSSR).
In other words, these are printed works or manuscripts produced between 1924 and 1991, which
include research on the evolution of ethno-national processes over the centuries within the
examined historical space. It is emphasized that a characteristic feature of historiographical
sources is that they are part of socially oriented history. According to Soviet authorities, socially
oriented history was expected to play a decisive role in shaping the Moldovan national identity
of the indigenous population, distinct from the Romanian nation and language.

The historical sources used in this research are both unpublished and published. The
unpublished historical sources were found in the archival funds nos. 12, 49, and 52 of the
Archive of Social-Political Organizations of the Republic of Moldova (AOSPRM,; currently the
National Archives Agency) and in the Central Archive of the Academy of Sciences of Moldova
(currently the Archive, Restoration, and Document Pathology Department under the Scientific
Library (Institute) “Andrei Lupan” of the Moldova State University). The unpublished historical
sources were classified into 26 categories, including the transcripts of conferences between party
and Soviet leaders and academic institutions of the MASSR/MSSR, official addresses from
academic institutions to party officials from the CC of the Communist Party (Bolsheviks) of
Moldova, expert opinions from USSR scholars on studies conducted by MSSR specialists,
decisions of the CC of the CP (b) of Moldova regarding the organization of scientific research, as
well as various memoranda addressed to the highest party leadership by individuals involved in
Soviet administrative structures. This classification also included activity plans of the Higher
Education and Scientific Research Sector of the CC of the CP (b) of Moldova, confirming the
strict control exerted by the party bodies over scientific research in the MSSR, including the
planning and outcomes of research conducted at the Institute of History, Language and Literature
and other research units. Likewise, personal files of historians active during this period were
used.

The published historical sources are found in various volumes of documents from the
archives of the USSR, MASSR, and MSSR, which were published in the USSR, the Republic of
Moldova, and the Russian Federation. Some materials regarding the state of research after the re-
annexation of Bessarabia in 1944 were published in volumes that appeared in 1976 and 1986.
Relevant information on the subject is also provided by the transcripts and materials of the 8th
Congress of Soviet Writers (1986), published in 1988. In certain cases, to illustrate the distorted
arguments of MSSR researchers, representative documents were cited from collections covering
periods up to the early 18th century, as well as from some medieval chronicles.

Of particular interest are two volumes published in 2000, which include documents from

1922 to 1958, revealing the Communist Party's complete control over historical research. It is
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shown that research institutions within the Academy of Sciences of the USSR were established
only upon the request of the Propaganda and Agitation Directorate to the Central Committee of
the All-Union Communist Party (Bolsheviks). Another volume, published in 2014, contains the
speeches of participants at the 1929 Conference of Ethnographers held in Moscow and
Leningrad, demonstrating the complexity of the process of shaping Soviet ethnographic
science™.

The documents published by historians from the Republic of Moldova, concerning the
Soviet policies of Moldovenization and Latinization implemented in the MASSR, as well as the
beginnings and development of the national liberation movement in the MSSR — which gave a
new impetus to the process of scientific research'’ — proved to be of great value. Valuable
information was also provided by the documents published by E. Negru and Gh. Negru, which
reflect the Soviet-Romanian dispute and the anti-Romanian campaigns of the party and Soviet
bodies in the MSSR and beyond, during the years 1965-1989'%,

The volume published in 2015 contains useful data from the period 1944-1991, including
information regarding the scientific research carried out within academic and university
institutions in the MSSR'®. The difficult situation faced by research collectives in the MSSR
after 1944 is well illustrated by the declassified documents from the NKGB-MGB archives,
covering the years 1944-1946%.

Interesting information regarding the issue under investigation is also found in the
materials of the 3rd Congress of the Union of Writers of the Moldavian SSR, held in 1965 and
published in 20162,

The unpublished materials from the Joint Session of the Institute of Linguistics of the
Academy of Sciences of the USSR and the Institute of History, Language, and Literature of the
Moldavian Branch of the Academy of Sciences of the USSR, held between December 3—7, 1951,
were later published by the linguist Vasile Bahnaru?.

% Om knaccuxos xk maprcuzmy: Cosemanne srHOrpadoB Mockss! i Jlenunrpana (5-11 anpens 1929 r.). Iox pex.
. B. Apzrorosa, C. C. AneimoBa, [] JIx. Aunepcona. Cankr-Ilerepoypr: MAD PAH, 2014.

Y Partidul Popular Crestin Democrat. Documente si materiale, 1988-2008. Vol 1. 1988-1994. Chisinau: S. n.,
2008.

% Negru, E., Negru, Gh. , Cursul deosebit” al Romdniei si supdrarea Moscovei. Disputa sovieto-romdnd si
campaniile propagandistice antiromdnesti din RSSM (1965-1989). Vol. 1. (1965-1975): Studiu si documente.
Chiginau: CEP USM, 2013. 616 p.; Vol. 2. (1976-1989). Chisinau: CEP USM, 2016. 926 p.

¥ Cultura Moldovei Sovietice in documente si materiale, 1944-1991. Ed. V. Ursu. Selectie V. Burlacu, et al. Ed. a 2-
a rev. si compl. Chisindu: Pontos, 2015.

2 purgatoriul sovietic in Basarabia: Directive, ordine si indicatii ale NKGB-MGB, 1944-1946. Editori A.
Malacenco, L. Rotaru. Chiginau: S. n., 2022.

2l Bahnaru, V., Cojocaru, Gh. E. Congresul al lll-lea al Uniunii scriitorilor din RSS Moldoveneasca (14-15
octombrie 1965): Studiu si materiale. Chisindu: Tehnica-Info, 2016.

22 Bahnaru, V. Calvarul limbii romdne in timpul dominatiei sovietice: (Studiu si documente de arhiva), Chisinau:
S.n., 2015, pp. 77-399.
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Of particular value for this research are the memoirs of the linguist S.B. Bernstein, who
provided previously unpublished information regarding the attitude of certain intellectuals from
the MSSR towards the so-called “Moldovan language”. Bernstein also expressed his own
objective position in his memoirs®. Additional useful information regarding participation in an
archaeological expedition in the MSSR is offered by M.S. Velikanova®.

Chapter Il. Research on Ethno-national Issues in the MASSR/MSSR under the
Impact of the Communist Dictatorship (1918-1944). This chapter is structured into four
subchapters.

Subchapter 1, entitled The Beginning of Ethnological Investigations under the
Influence of the Bolshevik Regime's Expansionist Policy towards Bessarabia, presents a brief
overview of publications from the Russian Empire and the early Soviet period concerning the
origins of the “Moldovans”. The initial investigations were conducted by the Commission for the
Study of the National Composition of the Population of Russia and Neighboring States,
established in February 1917. After the Bolshevik coup in October 1917, the Commission
retained only those specialists who accepted the new Soviet regime. Among its members was
Leo Berg, who, in 1918 and 1923, published studies addressing the ethnic structure of
Bessarabia, relying on works by authors from the Russian Empire. Although Berg acknowledged
that Moldovans were of Romanian ethnicity, he rejected the 1918 Union Act and attributed
primacy to the Slavs in the settlement of territories east of the Carpathians, claiming that
Moldovans only appeared there in the 14th century. Consequently, according to Berg's
perspective, Bessarabia was to be considered an integral part of Soviet Russia.

In Subchapter 11, The Formation of the “Autochthonous” Concept in the Identity Issue
during the Constitution of the RASSM and the Institutionalization of Ethno-national
Research in the Years 1924-1931, it is emphasized that during the interwar period, the Soviet
authorities recognized the presence of the Moldovan/Romanian population on the territories to
the left of the Dniester River, and the task of studying the process of the formation of this
identity was set before specialists, in accordance with the Soviet imperial perspectives to annex
Bessarabia as well. Thus, ethno-national research was, from the very beginning, assigned a false
task, a political issue, not a scientific one. The existence of a “single Moldovan people” on both
banks of the Dniester River had to legitimize Soviet claims to Bessarabia.

The subchapter mentions that a new stage in the examination of ethno-national issues in
Soviet historiography began during the formation of the RASSM. In the view of some Bolshevik

2 Bbepnurreiin, C.b. 3uezacu namamu. Bochomunanus. [{nesnuxoguie 3anucu. Mocksa: UH-T cnaBsHoBenenus, 2002.
24 Benukanosa, M.C. O co3qanuu 0JJHOM NaJICcOaHTPOIIOIIOTHIECKON KOJUICKIIUH (COKPAIICHHBIN BApUAHT PYKOITHCH
«MounaBckue BOCIIOMUHAHHAY). In: Becmuux anmpononozuu, 2019, nr. 3 (47), pp. 90-106.
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leaders, both unionist and local, the Moldovans on both banks of the Dniester were Romanians
who spoke the Romanian language. They were opposed by other leaders who advocated for the
creation of a local language based on the dialects spoken by the people. Since, during the
constitution of the RASSM, there were no local researchers on identity issues, the theoretical
principles underlying these issues were addressed by authors from scientific centers in Moscow
and Leningrad. Among them was the linguist C.N. Derjavin, who insisted that the territories of
the RASSM and Bessarabia were Russian lands, and that the Moldovans came there later than
the Slavs™. The attitude of some representatives from academic centers stimulated the tendency
of the party authorities in the RASSM to request the union party leadership to establish local
research institutions on identity-related issues. As a result, the institutionalization of scientific
research in the RASSM occurred in 1926 with the formation of the Moldovan Scientific
Committee?®, which was tasked with studying the origin of the “Moldovan people”, distinct from
the Romanian people. During the years of activity of the Moldovan Scientific Committee, studies
on the “Moldovan language”, anthologies, and dictionaries were published, in which the authors
sought to demonstrate the differences from the Romanian language. At the same time, research
in the field of history stagnated, as it was not a subject of study at the union level at the time, and
linguistic research was based on class principles and Marxist-Leninist methodology. In 1931, the
Moldovan Scientific Committee was harshly criticized for not being up to par in fighting
deviations from the Leninist national policy, as well as for “narrow” chauvinism and
nationalism, and for “Romanianizing tendencies™”’.

Subchapter 111 is titled The Activity of the Moldovan Scientific Committee in the Field
of Ethno-national Research in the Years 1932-1938. This subchapter mentions that during the
1920s in the USSR, a campaign of Latinization was initiated for the non-Russian peoples of
Central Asia and the North Caucasus. It was believed that the transition to the Latin alphabet was
a powerful means of spreading the cultural revolution. Regarding the RASSM, for political
reasons, in order to prevent the awakening of national consciousness and a spiritual connection
between the Romanians from the left bank of the Dniester and those from Bessarabia, the party
authorities did not allow the introduction of the Latin script.

Only towards the end of the 1920s, when the possibility of extending Soviet power over
Bessarabia was no longer real, and the RASSM had not yet become a political center for the
Bessarabians, and the “Moldovan” literary language created isolated the Romanians from the left
bank of the Dniester from those in Bessarabia, the decision was made to switch to the Latin

2 Jlepxasun, K.H. Kto Takue mongasane? In: Becmuux suanus, 1925, Ne 7, pp. 519-522.

% Dragnev, D., Xenofontov, L.V. Organizarea institutionali a cercetarilor istorice academice in RSS Moldoveanesci:
premise, etape si elaborarea discursului legitimant. In: Anuarul Institutului de Istorie: materialele sesiunii st. anuale,
20 dec. 2018. Chisinau: Institutul de Istorie, 2019, p. 271.

" AOSPRM, F. 49, inv.1, d. 2025, f. 26-30.
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alphabet. As a result of the decisions of the party authorities between 1932 and 1937, literacy
was carried out in the Latin script?®®. Through press publications and works by writers, the
Romanian language was promoted, which contributed, to some extent, to halting the
denationalization of the Romanians on the left bank of the Dniester. As a result of the switch to
the Latin script, the “Moldovan language” was to be enriched with words from the Romanians of
Old Moldavia and Bessarabia. However, the party authorities did not advocate for
Romanianization, but only for the creation of a “Moldovan language” understood by the
inhabitants of both Bessarabia and the RASSM, and they did not support historical research,
believing that the switch to the Latin script did not, in their view, require scientific proof of the
identity of the Moldovan language with the Romanian language and the Moldovans with the
Romanians. The main focus was on the imperial interests of the USSR to create a language
understood by the inhabitants of both the RASSM and Bessarabia, in preparation for the
annexation of the latter to the USSR.

At the same time, the Communist Party kept the Moldovan Scientific Committee under
strict control. Its activities were discussed at party meetings, where it was accused of not
understanding the importance of Latinization in the Republic, of hiring counter-revolutionary
nationalists, and of admitting errors and distortions in the national-cultural construction in the
RASSM. The leadership of the Moldovan Scientific Committee was blamed for sabotaging this
measure. The Linguistics Section, in particular, was criticized for publishing a Grammar that
abounded with serious mistakes and “distortions of a narrow-nationalist character”. The
illustrative material was considered primitive and politically harmful®.

As a result, in 1935, the Moldovan Scientific Committee was reorganized into the
Moldovan Institute of Scientific Research under the Commissariat of the People’s Education,
structured into two sections: the History Section and the Linguistic-Literary Section. The
Institute was tasked with preparing a bibliographic index related to the history of Moldova and
an agrobiological dictionary. The commitment to prepare a history of Bessarabia was never
realized. A certain success was the collaboration with the well-known Romanist philologist,
Professor M.V. Serghievski from Moscow University. He believed that it was impossible to
provide a definitive answer regarding the formation of the “Moldovan people” and its language,
noting that the sources examined allowed, with some foundation, to speak about the independent
development of the “Moldovan language”. He also mentioned that the fact that a literary
language was formed in Wallachia, which Moldova adopted in the 17th century, in no way

% Despre invitarea in masd a scrisului latinizat de cdtre locuitorimea vdrstnicd moldoveneascd in anul de
invatamant 1933-1934: Hotararea Comitetului regional al PC(b)U de la 26 septembrie 1933. Tiraspol: CNI RASSM,
1933 (textul a fost publicat in grafie latina). Politica de moldovenizare..., Op. cit., p. 165.

2 AOSPRM, F. 49, inv. 1, d. 2600, . 33.

15



diminished the importance of the independent evolution of the “Moldovan language”. However,
he considered that these conclusions were not definitive®. Of course, under the conditions of the
totalitarian regime of the time, the linguist could not express an opinion about the unity of the
Romanian language. Among the local historians, N. Nartov accused Romanian historiography of
using history to capture new territories. The author took historical data from the works of
Romanian historians, treating them tendentiously and unprofessionally, and declared that “Daco-
Slavs who were romanized” formed the states of Moldova and Wallachia, which were
considered to be Slavic states®.

In 1936, when the victory of socialism was declared in the USSR, enshrined in the
Constitution, ideological mutations occurred in the Communist Party's ethno-national policy, and
the policy of Russification in the republics expanded. In 1937, a campaign of “de-
Romanianization”*? began in the RASSM, during which many representatives of the national
intelligentsia were declared “enemies of the people” and executed.

Subchapter 1V: Ethno-linguistic Research from the Outbreak of World War 11 to the
Second Annexation of Bessarabia by the USSR (1939-1944). In 1939, when the leadership of
the USSR began preparations for a potential annexation of Bessarabia, the Moldovan Institute of
History, Economics, Language, and Literature was founded in Tiraspol, under the Soviet Council
of People's Commissars of the RASSM®, In 1940, the Institute was transferred to Chisinau. The
annexation of Bessarabia by the USSR required new “arguments” from Soviet researchers
regarding the existence of the “Moldovan people” and their language, which was distinct from
the Romanian language. The publications of local historian-propagandists like N. Nartov, V.
Senchevici, and others typically adopted the views of Soviet Slavicists, emphasizing the
presence of Slavs in Bessarabia and RASSM. To lend more credibility to the arguments, scholars
from Moscow and Leningrad, including academician N. Derjavin, were involved. Derjavin stated
that Moldovans were descendants of Slavs, and Romanians were Balkan immigrants from the
12th-13th centuries who settled in the territory of Wallachia and later spread to the territory of
Moldova®.

On July 6, 1941, the Institute was evacuated to Buguruslan, Orenburg region. An undated
memorandum from V. Senchevici, the director of the Institute, addressed to the CC of the

%0 Cepruesckuii, M.B. Mondasckue smiodsr. Mocksa; Jlennurpan: M3a-8o Akan. mayk CCCP, 1936, pp. 29- 46.
3! Hapros, H. BIUIOTHYO 3aHATCS HCTOPHEH MOIIABCKOTO HApoa. IN: Pegomoyus u nayuonansrocmu, 1936, nr. 10,
p. 87; Haprios, H. ITopa 3aHsThCS HCTOpHEil MONIABCKOro Hapoma. in: Kpacnas Beccapabus, 1936, nr. 6, p. 5;
Hapuos, H. [loaroroBka KHUTHU MO MUCTOPUM MOJJIABCKOIO HAapoja. in: Kpacnas beccapabus, 1937, nr. 7, p. 20;
AOSPRM, F. 49, inv. 1, d. 3775, f. 37-40.
%2 Holostenco, M. Munca national-culturald in Republica Moldoveneasca si chestia nationald in Basarabia. in:
Octombrie, 1937, nr. 6-7, p. 61.
B CCpFI/IeBCKI/II/I M.B. Mondasckue smiodei. Mocksa; Jlenunrpan: Usn-so Axax. Hayk CCCP, 1936, pp. 29- 46.

3 Nlepaxasum, H.C. TIpoucxokeHHe MOTIABCKOro Hapoxa. in: Cosemckas nayka, 1940, nr. 12, pp. 3-28.
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Communist Party (b) of the USSR, noted that in the fall of 1942, the CC of the Communist Party
(b) of Moldova and the Soviet Council of People's Commissars adopted the decision to restore
the Institute. At that point, only seven people were working there, and its activities were very
limited. Senchevici does not mention any achievements in the field of ethno-national research®.
The Institute began to operate more effectively in July 1943 when its tasks were discussed in a
joint meeting of the CC of the Communist Party (b) of Moldova and the Soviet Council of
People's Commissars of the RASSM, held in Moscow. During the meeting, N. Nartov declared
that the history of the “Moldovan people” and their language was a rather complicated issue, one
that had been discussed for two centuries in Western literature (he listed the names of 14
Romanian and Western historians), but the issue of the origin of the “Moldovan people” and
their language remained unresolved™. It was later clarified that none of the historians listed by
Nartov had addressed the issue of the origin of the “Moldovan people”, and all had focused on
the origin of the Romanian people and the Romanian language. Nartov accused Romanian

historians of nationalism®’.

Chapter I11: Ethno-national Research in the MSSR between 1944-1991 consists from
4 subchapters.

Subchapter I: Ethno-national Research Under the Impact of Stalinist Ideology (1944-
1956): Institutional Organization and Promotion of the Official Conception. This subchapter
highlights that after the reannexation of Bessarabia, Soviet authorities institutionalized scientific
research in the MSSR. The Moldovan Institute of History, Economics, Language, and Literature
was recognized as the primary center for the future structure of the USSR Academy of Sciences
in the region. The task was set to develop the history of the “Moldovan people”. For this
purpose, specialists from scientific institutions of the USSR were brought in, emphasizing that
most local personnel had studies from Romania, did not know Soviet science, and had to be
trained in Marxist-Leninist thought®®,

The subchapter further emphasizes that Moscow made efforts to correctly guide ethno-
national research in the MSSR. At the scientific session of the Institute (August 1945), A.D.
Udaltov stated that the “Moldovan people” were formed as a result of the “fraternal
rapprochement of the Romanesque elements with the Eastern Slavic ones”. Similar conclusions
were drawn by Professor M. Serghievski®.

* AOSPRM, F. 51, inv. 5, d. 539, f. 26.

*® AOSPRM, F. 51, inv. 1, d. 134, f. 2.

*" Ibidem, f. 6.

*® AOSPRM, F. 51, inv. 5, d. 539, f. 35-35 verso.

% Udaltov, A.D. Temeiurile teoretice ale cercetdrilor etnogenetice. in: Insemnari stiintifice ale Institutului de Istorie,
limba si literatura al Bazei Moldovenegti de Cercetari Stiintifice a AS a URSS, 1947, vol. 1, p. 13.
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It is also mentioned that local authors weighed in on the issue of the “Moldovan
language”. 1.D. Ceban's article was a manifesto against Romanians and “Moldo-Romanian
nationalists”, accusing them of banning the “Moldovan written language”, introducing the
Romanian alphabet and Romanian language, expressing hatred toward Slavic-derived words, and
failing to recognize the “Moldovan people” and their “Moldovan language”. The author claimed
that the “true Moldovan literary language” was created in the RASSM and should be protected
from “Romanian-French” influence*’.

An interesting aspect is the attention paid to ethno-national research by party and state
organs. The goal was for scholars to “prove” that the territories east of the Carpathians in the
3rd-4th centuries were inhabited by Slavs, then became part of the Kievan and Galician-
Volhynian principalities, and that the Romance-speaking population entered the region after it
was occupied by Slavs. This was intended to ensure the primacy of the Slavs in these regions.
This is one of the fundamental theses of the imperial concept. However, the attempt to publish
Short Sketches on the History of Moldova failed, as the manuscript omitted the issue of the origin
of the “Moldovan people” and did not argue that Slavs were the indigenous inhabitants of
Moldova until the 15th century®?.

In May 1946, the Moldovan Base of the USSR Academy of Sciences was created, and it
started functioning in January 1947%. All subdivisions of this institution were legally
incorporated into the structure of the Union Academy and were required to execute the political
and ideological directives of the USSR Academy of Sciences.

The publication in 1950 of Stalin’s article Marxism and the Problems of Linguistics, in
which Marr’s linguistic theory was criticized and the “Moldovan nation” was mentioned as a
Soviet nation, set new objectives for researchers in the Moldavian SSR. They were expected to
“demonstrate” the existence of the new “socialist Soviet Moldovan nation”. Linguists from the
Moldavian SSR hastened to respond to Stalin’s call, and in 195 144 they published a volume that,
in their view, reflected the issues of the “Moldovan language” in light of Stalin’s works. The
authors criticized Marr’s theory but also questioned some of the theses put forth by specialists
from Moscow and Kyiv. As a result, they were accused of failing to recognize the beneficial
influence of the Slavic and Russian languages. Their articles were deemed scientifically weak,
and the authors were blamed for insufficient knowledge of Stalin’s teachings on language. To

keep matters under control, a session was organized in Chisindu in December 1951, attended by

4 Yeban, M. Ounimats MOJIABCKUHN S3BIK OT UY)KUX BIUSHUH. in: Cosemcran Mondasus, 1945, 1 wrons (nr. 127).

2 AOSPRM, F. 51, inv. 3, d. 242, f. 51.

* AOSPRM, F. 51, inv. 7, d. 289, f. 2; Dragnev, D., Xenofontov, I.V. Crearea si activitatea Bazei Moldovenesti de
Cercetari Stiintifice a URSS (1946-1949). In: In memoriam Gheorghe Palade, 1950-2016. Chisiniu: Bons Offices,
2018, p. 428; AOSPRM, F. 51, inv. 4, d. 19, f. 294-299.

“ Bonpocvl monoasckoeo aszvika 6 ceeme mpyoog Y. B. Cmanuna. OtB. pen. WU.J1. Yeban. Kummnes: Illkoana
CoBeTHKI, 1951, p. 24.
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philology specialists from the USSR, as well as party and state leaders, giving the session a
distinctly political character.

Gradually, archaeologists also became involved in researching the ethnogenesis of the
“Moldovan people”. They asserted that the archaeological monuments between the Dniester and
the Prut from the 9th-10th centuries belonged to the Slavic Tiverians, followed by the old
Russian population. According to them, the Moldovans appeared in the region towards the end
of the 13th century, and the Slavs played a significant role in the formation of the “Moldovan
people”. However, an article published by Ion Hincu noted the emergence, between the 12th and
14th centuries, of a new type of pottery, which was considered Romance or old Romanian®.
Clearly, even during the “Thaw” period, claiming that an old Romanian ceramic tradition might
have existed between the Dniester and the Prut was an act of courage — after all, the ceramics in
the region were supposed to be only Moldovan and Slavic.

Subchapter 11 is titled Ethno-national Issues in Research during the Khrushchev Thaw
(De-Stalinization) (1957-1964). It is noted that the Khrushchev Thaw marked a rejection of
Stalinist interpretations of history and a tendency to reevaluate history based on Lenin’s
perspectives.

The activity of historians in the Moldavian SSR was closely monitored by academic
institutions in the USSR. The issue of scientific research in the field of ethno-national studies
was addressed by la. S. Grosul. He emphasized that the Marxist interpretation of the ethno-
genesis of the “Moldovan people” had great scientific and political importance, but bourgeois
nationalists were using various anti-scientific theories on the subject for reactionary political
purposes.

An important moment in the scientific life of the Moldavian SSR was the publication in
1962 of the study by lurie Kojevnikov (1922-1992), in which local authors were accused of
neglecting the word Romanian in their studies and replacing certain notions with others, such as
Moldo-Wallachia instead of Romania, and Moldova instead of Romanian and “Moldovan

peop|e46u

. While these observations were accurate, they had little chance of success in the
Moldavian SSR, where the existence of a “Moldovan people” distinct from the Romanian people
was being “demonstrated”. Kojevnikov’s article was discussed at the joint meeting of the Social
Sciences Section of the Academy of Sciences of the Moldavian SSR and the leadership of the
Writers' Union of the Moldavian SSR in December 1962. The resolution adopted at the meeting
emphasized the need to put the literary heritage in the service of building communism, while the

periodization principles of Moldovan literary history formulated by Kojevnikov were declared

45 Xpiuky, WL.T. Packonku Ha cemime XII-XV Bexos Jlykameska V. In: Kpamxue coobuyenus o doxnadax u nonesix
uccnedosanusx Uncmumyma Apxeoneuu AH CCCP, 1961, Boin. 86, pp. 90-91.

*® KosxeBrnkos, FOpuit. BepexHO OTHOCHTBCS K KIACCHUECKOMY HACemio. in: Bonpocui aumepamypui, 1962, 1r. 1,
pp. 103, 113-114.
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debatable*’. The discussion and the resolution were reported to Ivan Bodiul, who was also sent a
copy of the adopted decision®.

The subchapter mentions that one of the leading figures of Moldovenism was N. Mohov.
In his study, published in 1964, Mohov insisted that most of the territory of future Moldova had
not been part of the Roman Empire, although the empire's influence had been considerable. He
further claimed that the Dacian language had been replaced by Vulgar Latin, from which the
“Moldovan language” later developed. According to Mohov, in the 6th—7th centuries, the future
territories of Wallachia and Moldova were occupied by Slavs, while the region between the
Dniester and the Prut was part of the Kievan Rus’ and later the Principality of Halych (9th—13th
centuries). He argued that the “Moldovan language” emerged as a result of the intermingling of
Slavic and Romance languages. The study also emphasized that the ancestors of the Moldovans
and Wallachians were the Volokhs and that after the expulsion of the Tatar-Mongols, the
dominant population consisted of Moldovans, who had migrated from the Carpathians.

The end of 1964 brought a major blow to the Marxist-Leninist doctrine as understood in
the USSR with the publication of Karl Marx’s manuscripts. In these manuscripts, Marx correctly
referred to the language of the inhabitants of Moldova and Wallachia as the Romanian language,
noting that the inhabitants “call themselves Romanians”, while their neighbors refer to them as
Vlachs or Wallachians*’. However, the work was confiscated and was not made available to
researchers for investigating historical issues from a “Marxist perspective”, as the Marxism
presented in it did not align with the Soviet imperial concept.

Subchapter Il1: Ethno-national Investigations in the Moldavian SSR During the
Period of Stagnation and the Romanian-Soviet Dispute (1965-1984). This section emphasizes
that the end of the “Thaw” led to the resurgence of Moldovenist supporters, who upheld the
theses promoted by the Communist Party regarding ethno-national issues. The study of the
history of science in this field reveals that freedom of expression was further suppressed, and an
open struggle against Romanian historiography began.

A significant event was the Third Congress of Writers (October 14-15, 1965), where,
among other issues, the replacement of the Cyrillic alphabet with the Latin script was discussed.
The authorities labeled the congress as “nationalist”®®. The measures taken after the congress
effectively blocked the progress of ethno-national science, leaving only the falsified path of
investigating the ethno-genesis of the “Moldovan people” and the “Moldovan language”. In

“” AOSPRM, F. 51, inv. 23, d. 224, f. 3-4. f. 6-7.

*® Marx, K. Insemnari despre romdni (manuscrise inedite). Publicate de A. Otetea si S. Schwann. Bucuresti: Editura
Academiei Republicii Populare Romane, 1964, pp. 115, 171.

* Marx, K. Insemndri despre romdni (manuscrise inedite). Publicate de A. Otetea si S. Schwann. Bucuresti: Editura
Academiei Republicii Populare Romane, 1964, pp. 115, 171.
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1970, the Council for the Comprehensive Study of Slavo-Volokh Relations and the Origin of the
Moldovan People was established within the Social Sciences Section of the Academy of
Sciences of the Moldavian SSR. The council included specialists from the USSR>!. At its
meetings, the process of the formation of the “Moldovan people” was discussed, but researchers
merely reiterated the old theses — that the Volokhs were the ancestors of both Moldovans and
Wallachians and that, as a result of contacts between the Volokhs and the old Russian population
east of the Carpathians in the 12th—14th centuries, the “Moldovan people” emerged.

A constant direction of the investigations conducted by authors in the Moldavian SSR
was the “unmasking of bourgeois falsifiers ”, who “falsified” the issue of the formation of the
“Moldovan nation”. However, the “arguments” of Soviet researchers were declarative and
propagandistic in nature. In 1974, a volume dedicated to Moldova's ancient material culture
was published, in which the opinion of I. Hincu regarding the Balkan-Danubian culture was
presented. The author considered that four ethnic elements were at its foundation: Slavic,
Turkic-Bulgar, Eastern Romance, and Nomadic®’. 1. Hincu was accused of arbitrarily
extending the chronological limits of this culture up to the 14th century and drawing
conclusions for the entire territory of Moldova. In August 1977, N. Mohov addressed a letter to
B.A. Rybakov, the director of the Institute of Archaeology of the USSR Academy of Sciences,
asking for his opinion on this issue. In his response, B.A. Rybakov considered 1. Hincu's
concept as “anti-Slavic ”. The Russian scholar underlined that I. Hincu “exaggerates the role
and importance of the Eastern Romance ethnic element ” in the territory between the Prut and
Dniester, which he saw as a flawed opinion “from an ideological point of view”. B.A.
Rybakov reiterated that “until the 14th century, there was no significant Eastern Romance
population”, one of the particularities of “the formation of the Moldovan people being the
contact and mixing of the Volokhs with the old Russian indigenous population”, which
“differentiates Moldovans from Romanians ”. As a consequence, I. Hincu was removed from
investigations, and the monograph was withdrawn from print, being published posthumously
only in 2016°. Researchers from the Moldavian SSR, in collaboration with those from Union
academic centers, developed the monograph Moldovans® — a work in which they believed
they had “demonstrated” “the fundamental laws and characteristic features of Moldovan
popular culture throughout its history and existence®“. The conclusions formulated were
questioned by the supporters of the Moldovenist movement after 1991, who, in a study with

*! 3enenayk, B.C., 3markosckas, T.JI. O pa6ore Hayuroro cosera mo mpoGieme «CIIaBsSHO-BOJTOMICKHE CBS3H H
dopMHEpOBaHHEe MOJIIABCKOM HAPOXHOCTHY. IN: Cosemckas smuozpagus, 1978, nr. 2, p. 124,
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%3 Xpiuky, W.I'. Hacenenue u kynsrypa Mommasuu B X-XIV Be. in: Hincu, Ion. Scara viefii. Chisinau: Cartdidact,
2016, pp. 78-242.
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the same title, published in Moscow, wrote that the Moldovans work, published in Chisinau,
was inaccessible to the Russian reader and of little interest due to its extremely ideological
content®. In 1978, a work examining the process of the formation of “the Moldovan bourgeois
nation” was published®’. The authors committed serious falsifications, asserting that after the
inclusion of the territories on the left bank of the Dniester and Bessarabia into the Russian
Empire, this territory acquired the general name of Moldova and became the area for the
formation of “the Moldovan nation”, the national territory of “the Moldovan people”. The
Tsarist administration never used the term Moldova to designate the illusory ethnic, cultural,
etc., unity of the inhabitants on both banks of the Dniester. The authors were also unable to
demonstrate the existence of a “Moldovan intelligentsia” that spoke “the Moldovan
language”. To support the absurd claims regarding the Moldovan intelligentsia and the
“Moldovan language ”, the authors crossed the Prut River, declaring Romanian writers (V.
Alecsandri, M. Eminescu, I. Creanga, etc.) as the founders of “the Moldovan literary
language .

The subchapter demonstrates the involvement of local party bodies in the research
process and in informing the central bodies of the USSR regarding the situation in the republic
and the measures to be taken to counteract Romanian propaganda in the Moldavian SSR. The
information note of the Central Committee of the Communist Party of Moldova from April 7,
1978, proposed deepening research on “the genesis of the Moldovan and Romanian peoples ”,
organizing conferences on “the formation of the Moldovan people” and the “role of Slavs in the
formation of Eastern Romance peoples”. On December 29, 1981, the Bureau of the Central
Committee of the Communist Party of Moldova reported the intensification of ideological
pressures on research in the ethno-national field™.

The materials included in the subchapter confirm the importance that the authorities
placed on the ethno-genesis of the Romanian people as reflected in Romanian historiography,
which did not take into account the Soviet concept of the “ethno-genesis of the Moldovan
people ”. The leadership of the Academy of Sciences of the Moldavian SSR proposed measures
to counteract this approach. In 1983, several resolutions were adopted, which provided for
responding to Romanian historians, prioritizing the highest ideological and scientific treatment

59

of the “ethno-genesis of the Moldovan people ™ and emphasizing the need to develop issues

related to the ethno-genesis of the people and the formation of the “Moldovan bourgeois

nation "%,
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Subchapter 1V. The Impact of Gorbachev’s Restructuring on Ethno-national Research
in the Moldavian SSR (1985-1991) demonstrates that the new political course proclaimed in the
USSR in the spring of 1985 led to profound changes and opened new opportunities for the
affirmation of research in the ethno-national field. However, restructuring in this direction did
not begin immediately. In the same year, the head of the Section of Ethnography and Art Studies,
V. Zelenciuc, undertook a documentation trip to Italy with the aim of identifying sources to
unmask “bourgeois historiography ”, which denied the history and culture of the “Moldovan
people . Thus, even under the conditions of restructuring, the tone of discussions on identity
and linguistic issues in the union republics was set by events in Moscow. In 1987, the last Soviet
synthesis of the History of the Moldavian SSR was published, stating that the ethnic basis of the
“Moldovan people” was the Carpathian-Dniester branch of the VVolokhs and the Eastern Slavs,
and that contacts with the old Russian population led to the formation of the “Moldovan
language "®?. The earlier falsification was repeated, claiming that the term Moldovan first
appeared in 1360.

Gradually, however, things began to change. At one of the meetings of the Scientific
Council of the Institute of Ethnography and Art Studies, V. Zelenciuc insisted that the work
dedicated to the “ethno-genesis of Moldovans” be approved, but D. Dragnev opposed it, stating
that “the work has a clear ideological and political component *®. This was the first time that a
planned work, considered a priority, was rejected due to its ideological component.

The year 1988 was decisive in the process of dismantling the Soviet concept in
addressing identity and linguistic issues in the Moldavian SSR. In April, an article by V.
Mandacanu was published, emphasizing that the so-called “Moldovan language ” was, in reality,
the Romanian language and that its role “in all spheres of human activity as a language of

culture in general ”®

needed to be expanded. The Communist Party of Moldova closely
monitored the developments in the republic. At the meeting of the Political Bureau of the Central
Committee of the party on September 5, 1988, it was noted that society had raised the issue of
the Latin alphabet and the Romanian language. According to S. Grossu, First Secretary of the
CPM, “scientists are showing cowardice .

However, events were unfolding against the communist leadership. On September 17,
1988, The Letter of the 66 was published, signed by scientists and writers who called for the

recognition of the identity of the “Moldovan” and Romanian languages and the return to the
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% Mindicanu, V. Vesmantul fiintei noastre. in: Nistru, 1988, nr. 4, pp. 145-146.
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Latin alphabet. On October 19, 1988, lon Buga published an article explicitly stating that the
indigenous population of the Moldavian SSR was Romanian, spoke the Romanian language, and
called for the reinstatement of the Latin script®. As a result of these developments, between
October 31 and November 1, 1988, the Conference of Romanianist Scholars from the USSR took
place in Chisindu. It recommended the proclamation of the national language of the Moldavian
SSR as the state language, the recognition of the unity of the languages spoken in the Moldavian
SSR and Romania, and the return to the Latin script — a recommendation that was taken into
account. However, the party and state authorities opposed these changes. In July 1989, the
Central Committee of the CPM and the Council of Ministers of the MSSR adopted a resolution
requiring the Academy of Sciences of the MSSR and the Institute of Party History under the CC
of the CPM to form a group to study materials “related to the main historical landmarks in the
life of the Moldovan people after 1812 . At the meeting of the CC Bureau of the CPM that same
month, S. Grossu demanded that the draft law on the transition to the Latin script “omit
references to the identity of the Moldovan and Romanian languages ”. Moreover, the resolution
of the CC Bureau of the CPM on September 12, 1989, noted that the ethnogenesis, as well as the
formation of the “Moldovan bourgeois and socialist nation ”, had been insufficiently researched.
The authors of studies from 1990, on the one hand, emphasized that Moldovans were Romanians
and that the language was Romanian®’; on the other hand, they avoided information mentioning
the migration of Romanians from Maramures to the east of the Carpathians, instead emphasizing
that the contacts between the Vlachs and the South and East Slavs led to the formation of two
distinct peoples — the Wallachian and the Moldovan. By the end of 1990, researchers from the
Institute of Ethnography and Art Studies continued to develop topics such as The Ethno-genesis
and Ethno-demographic History of Moldovans®®.

Research conducted by the so-called Moldovenists also intensified, as they continued to
“demonstrate ” the formation of the “Moldovan bourgeois nation” in Bessarabia and the districts
on the left bank of the Dniester. They criticized those scholars who denied the existence of the
“Moldovan socialist nation” and acknowledged the unity of the Romanian and Moldovan
nations, failing to understand, in their view, that the Romanian and Moldovan nations were
distinct.

% Buga, I. O limba materna — un alfabet. in: fnvdtdmintul public, 19 octombrie 1989.
% Mindicanu, V. Regasirea de sine. In: Nistru, 1990, nr. 2, pp. 69-86.
8 ACASM, F. 24, inv. 1, d. 219, . 1-34, 142-163, 238-245.
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GENERAL CONCLUSIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS

Scientific research conducted through an in-depth study of national and international
specialized literature, as well as primary documentary sources aligned with the purpose and
objectives of the doctoral thesis, which have been materialized in scientific publications, has
allowed us to formulate the following general conclusions:

1. The ethno-national issue was approached according to the Marxist-Leninist
methodology, declared to be the only one capable of answering all questions posed by humanity.
The false objectives set from the outset for researchers — to “demonstrate” the formation of a
“Moldovan people ” distinct from the Romanian people since the Middle Ages, and a “Moldovan
language ” distinct from the Romanian language — predetermined the failure of this “scientific”
approach.

2. During the Soviet period, the historical sources available for research were extremely
limited because archival documents were not published. Research in the ethno-national field was
considered a political issue, with many archival files classified under Secret, Strictly Secret, or
Internal Use Only categories.

3.  The theoretical foundation of works published during the Soviet period was
characterized by the dominance of imperial ideology, which aimed to deprive the population of
the Moldavian SSR of its ethnic and linguistic identity. It exaggerated the role of the Slavs in the
false ethnogenesis of the “Moldovan people” and promoted the “greatness” of the Russian
people. Notably, ethnonational science was part of Soviet imperial propaganda.

4. In the interwar period, Soviet authorities planned the research of ethno-national
processes in the Moldavian ASSR in line with imperial perspectives for the annexation of
Bessarabia. A false issue was introduced into ethno-national science — the existence of a
“Moldovan people ” on both sides of the Dniester, distinct from the Romanians.

5. The scientific personnel in the Moldavian ASSR involved in the research process
were limited both in number and in expertise, and Soviet authorities did not create the necessary
conditions to improve the situation. Researchers from Moscow and Leningrad involved in these
studies did not have the freedom to examine these false issues — the existence of the “Moldovan
people” and the “Moldovan language ”.

6.  After the re-annexation of Bessarabia (1944), the Communist Party took total control
of ethno-national research. Institutional measures were taken to organize science. The Moldovan
Institute of History, Economy, Language, and Literature in Chisindu was designated as the main
scientific center for creating the Moldovan Base of the USSR Academy of Sciences (1946),
followed by the establishment of the Moldovan Branch of the USSR Academy of Sciences
(1949-1950), tasked with elaborating the history of the “Moldovan people .
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7. During the post-war period, the research process on the ethno-genesis of the
“Moldovan people” and the formation of the “Moldovan bourgeois” and “socialist nations”
was predominantly carried out by scientific personnel from the Moldavian SSR, with less
involvement from USSR scientific centers.

8.  The goal of the party authorities was to “prove” that the territories east of the
Carpathians had been inhabited by Slavs since the 3rd—4th centuries, later becoming part of the
principalities of Kiev and Galicia-Volhynia, while the Romance population supposedly arrived
only by the late 13th century, ensuring the primacy of the Slavic population.

9.  To achieve this goal, historical, documentary, and narrative sources were deliberately
falsified, creating a distorted image of the region's ethnic situation. Published sources omitted the
term Romanian and the phrase Romanian language, replacing them with Moldovan and
“Moldovan language”. By falsifying documentary sources, the ethnonym Moldovan was
artificially “antiquated .

10. In some cases, specialists from Soviet academic centers acknowledged that there
was, in fact, only one language. At other times, they insisted on differences between
“Moldovan” and Romanian, indicating that their stance varied depending on the political
situation in the USSR and the pressure exerted on them.

11. A series of synthesis works commissioned by party and state authorities aimed to
demonstrate the ethnic specificity of Moldovans distinct from Romanians. However, critically
examined, these works still allowed for some understanding of the ethno-cultural heritage of all
Romanians.

12.  The “Khrushchev Thaw " offered limited freedom for the study of the history of the
humanities. “The ethno-genesis of Moldovans ”, the primacy of the Slavs, and their decisive role
in the formation of the “Moldovan people” were issues that remained under strict ideological
control by party authorities. A compromise was impossible, as it would have undermined the
imperial foundations of the USSR.

13. After 1964, amid the Soviet-Romanian dispute, collective works were published to
“prove ” the existence of a “Moldovan people ”. However, they failed to argue convincingly that
the single Romanian entity was divided before the 14th century in such a way that it led to the
formation of two distinct peoples and languages. The identity and linguistic issue remained
under strict control by the Central Committee of the CPSU, the Central Committee of the CPM,
and USSR academic institutions, with any real or perceived deviations being categorically
suppressed.

14. The restructuring initiated in the USSR in the spring of 1985 had consequences for
ethno-national research in the Moldavian SSR. The analysis of investigations shows that they
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lagged behind the pressing demands of society. The Communist Party continued to maintain
strict control over this research direction. The year 1988 was decisive in altering the discourse on
the ethno-national issue, as problems and their solutions were clearly formulated: “Moldovan
language ” is identical to Romanian, the transition to the Latin script, and the recognition that
Moldovans are Romanians.

15. Overall, the Soviet period was characterized by the Russification of scientific
research, which was initially published in Russian and, if permitted by authorities, later printed
in “Moldovan language ”. Research in the ethno-national field did not pursue scientific goals but
rather ideological and political objectives: no evidence was provided to prove the existence of a
“Moldovan people” distinct from the Romanian people, and linguists failed to demonstrate the
existence of a “Moldovan language ” distinct from Romanian. Researchers were investigating

these two false problems.

Based on the scientific research conducted and the results obtained, we propose the

following recommendations:

1.  The phrases “Moldovan people” and “Moldovan nation” should be excluded from all
legislative acts in the Republic of Moldova, as well as from history textbooks, and replaced with

the phrases “Romanian people” and “Romanian nation”.

2. Cease funding research projects that promote false concepts regarding the
“Moldovan language”, “Moldovan people”, and “Moldovan nation™.

3. Widely propagate in the mass media materials about the falsification of ethno-
national history in the former MSSR/RSSM, about the ethno-genesis of the Romanian people,
their ethnic and linguistic unity, and scientifically combat the Soviet anti-Romanian
“Moldovenism”.

4.  Use the research results to develop synthesis works, a special course related to the
historiography of ethno-national research in the MSSR/RSSM, and undergraduate, master's, and
doctoral theses.

5. The use of research results to investigate other regions of the former Soviet Empire,

where nations were divided and attempts were made to create “socialist nations”.
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ANNOTATION
MOROI Natalia. History of Ethno-National Research in the Moldavian ASSM/SSR.
Doctoral thesis in history. Chisinau, 2025.

Structure of the thesis: annotations, introduction, three chapters, general conclusions and
recommendations, bibliography comprising 432 titles; 147 pages of main text. The results obtained are
published in 7 scientific papers.

Keywords: ethno-national, RASSM, RSSM, “Moldovan people”, “Moldovan nation”, “Moldovan
language”, “Moldovan literary language”, Romanian language, Romanian literary language, Moldavians,
Romanians.

Purpose of the study: is to analyze ethno-national research in the Moldavian Autonomous Soviet
Socialist Republic (MASSR, 1924-1940) and the Moldavian Soviet Socialist Republic (MSSR,
1940/1944-1991), as well as to highlight the specific features of how this issue was investigated,
depending on the ethno-national policy of the communist regime during different stages of its evolution.

Research objectives: to systematize the historiography and historiographic sources relevant to the
proposed topic; to examine sources concerning the role of the Communist Party and the Soviet state in
shaping ethno-national research policy in the USSR and in MASSR/MSSR,; to investigate the evolution of
the organizational forms of ethno-national science in MASSR/MSSR and its relationship with scientific
centers of the USSR; to highlight researchers' strategies for adapting to the directives of Soviet party and
state authorities; to identify the main historical periods during which the stated issue was studied and to
specify the essential features of these stages.

Scientific novelty and originality: the study provides a comprehensive analysis of the history of
ethno-national research in MASSR/MSSR, demonstrating that the issue of the existence of the
,Moldovan people” and the ,,Moldovan language” was an artificial construct imposed by Soviet
authorities to serve the imperial interests of the USSR. Based on documentary sources, the research
clarifies the decisive role of party and Soviet bodies in organizing the research process and formulating
the objectives of ethno-national studies.

The solved scientific problem consists in the elaboration, for the first time, of a fundamental
scientific work concerning the history of ethno-national research in MASSR/MSSR during the period of
communist dictatorship.

Theoretical significance: the study develops a conceptual and theoretical framework regarding the
history of ethno-national research in MASSR/MSSR and introduces new and previously unexplored data
into scientific circulation, enriching the existing knowledge in the field and filling the scholarly gap on
the topic.

Practical value of the work: the research results may serve as valuable informational support for
future studies, providing empirical and conceptual-theoretical material. They can be used in the
development of a special course on the historiography of ethno-national research in MASSR/MSSR, as
well as for the writing of undergraduate, master's, and doctoral theses.

Implementation of scientific results: the theoretical and practical results have been validated
through the publication of 3 articles in accredited scientific journals, 2 theses, and 2 contributions
presented at national and international scientific events.
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ADNOTARE

MOROI Natalia. Istoria cercetarilor etno-nationale din RASS/RSS Moldoveneasca.
Teza de doctor in istorie. Chisindu, 2025.

Structura tezei: adnotari, introducere, trei capitole, concluzii generale si recomandari, bibliografie
din 432 de titluri; 147 de pagini text de baza. Rezultatele obtinute sunt publicate in 7 lucrari stiintifice.

Cuvinte-cheie: etno-national, RASSM, RSSM, ,,popor moldovenesc”, ,,natiune moldoveneasca”,
,limba moldoveneascd”, ,limba literard moldoveneascd”, limba romand, limba literara romdna,
moldoveni, romani.

Scopul studiului: analiza cercetarilor etno-nationale in RASSM (1924-1940) si in RSS
Moldovenesca (1940/1944-1991), precum si evidentierea specificului procesului de investigare a
problemei respective in dependentd de politica etno-nationald a regimului comunist la diferite etape
istorice.

Obiectivele cercetarii: sistematizarea istoriografiei si surselor istoriografice relevante pentru
cercetarea temei propuse; examinarea surselor referitoare la rolul Partidului Comunist si al statului
sovietic in determinarea politicii in domeniul cercetarilor etno-nationale In URSS si in RASSM/RSSM;
cercetarea evolutiei formelor de organizare a stiintei etno-nationale in RASSM/RSSM si a relatiei acesteia
cu stiinta din centrele stiintifice ale URSS; evidentierea strategiilor de adaptare a cercetatorilor la
directivele autoritatilor de partid si de stat sovietice; stabilirea principalelor perioade istorice in care s-a
studiat problema nominalizata si precizarea particularitatilor esentiale ale acestor etape.

Noutatea si originalitatea stiintifica: studierea complexa a istoriei cercetarilor etno-nationale in
RASSM/RSSM, prin care s-a demonstrat ca problema existentei ,,poporului moldovenesc” si a ,,limbii
moldovenesti” este una falsa, impusa de autoritatile sovietice pentru satisfacerea intereselor imperiale ale
URSS; elucidarea, in temeiul surselor documentare, a rolului decisiv al organelor de partid si sovietice in
organizarea procesului si formularea obiectivelor in cercetarea etno-nationala.

Problema stiintifica solutionati consta in realizarea, pentru prima data, a unei lucrari stiintifice
fundamentale referitoare la istoria cercetdrilor etno-nationale in RASSM/RSSM 1in perioada dictaturii
comuniste.

Semnificatia teoretici: elaborarea cadrului conceptual-teoretic privind istoria cercetarilor etno-
nationale in RASS/RSSM, punerea in circuitul stiintific a datelor noi, inedite, ce imbogatesc cunostintele
existente in domeniu, completand, astfel, vidul stiintific referitor la tematica respectiva.

Valoarea aplicativd a lucrarii: rezultatele obtinute in urma cercetérii pot prezenta interes
informational pentru cercetarile viitoare, constituind un material empiric si conceptual-teoretic valoros;
ele pot fi utilizate in elaborarea unui curs special referitor la istoriografia cercetarilor etno-nationale in
RASSM/RSSM, precum si a unor teze de an, de licentd, de masterat si doctorat.

Implementarea rezultatelor stiintifice: rezultatele teoretice si practice au fost aprobate prin
publicarea a 3 articole 1n reviste stiintifice acreditate, 2 teze si 2 materiale la manifestari stiintifice

nationale si internationale.
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AHHOTANUA

MOPOM Hatanbs. McTopusi 3THO-HAIMOHAILHBIX HecaenoBanuii B MACCP/MCCP.
Juccepranusi HAa COMCKAaHHUeE YYEHOH CTeNeHH JOKTOpPa ncTopuiyeckux Hayk. Kummuay, 2025.

CTpykTypa M 00beM [aHMCCEPTALMM: AHHOTAIMM, BBEJCHHE, TPU IJIaBbl, OOIIWE BHIBOABI U
pexomermanuu, Oubnuorpadus w3 432 nHazBanmii, 147 cTpaHWI] OCHOBHOTO TekcTa. [lomydeHHBIE
pe3ybTaThl OMYOJIMKOBAHBI B 7 HAYYHBIX CTATHSIX.

KuaroueBnble caoBa: sTHo-HarmoHabHEIH, MACCP, MCCP, «mongaBckuii Hapom», «MoJigaBcKast
HaIMs», «MOJJABCKUH S3BIK», «MOJIABCKUH JINTEPATYpHBIA SI3BIK», PYMBIHCKHH SI3BIK, PYMBIHCKHUI
JUTEPATYPHBIH S3bIK, MOJIIaBaHE, PYMBIHEI.

Ieanr ucciexoBaHMsi: aHAIIN3 STHO-HAIMOHAIBHBEIX HccnenoBanuii B MACCP (1924-1940) u B
MCCP (1940/1944-1991), a Taxke BbIACIECHHE CIEIM(PHUKH MPOIECCca UCCIEIOBAHNSA JAHHOMW MPOOIEMBI
B 3aBHCHMOCTH OT STHO-HAIIMOHAIBHON IMONUTUKA KOMMYHHUCTHYECKOTO peXHMa Ha Pa3HBIX dTamax
CBOETO Pa3BUTHI.

3agaun uccaeT0BaHUSA: CUCTEMATH3ANMS UCTOPHOTPadUU B UCTOPHOTPAYUIECKUX HCTOYHUKOB,
3HAUMMBIX Uil WM3YYCHUS YKa3aHHOM TEMAaTHUKH; W3yYeHHE WCTOYHHMKOB, YKAa3bIBalOUIMX HA pOJb
KommynucTudaeckoit [laptun u coBeTCKOTO rocyapcTBa B ONPENEICHAN TTOJUTHKA B 00JaCTH pa3BUTHUS
HAayKM 1O 3THO-HaIoHanbHBIM Bompocam B CCCP m MACCP/MCCP; wuccienoBaHue 3BOJIIOIHAA
opram3anoHHBIX (Gopm dTHO-HammoHanbHOW Hayku B MACCP/MCCP u ee B3aMMOOTHONIEHHUSX C
HayuHeiMd 1eHTpamMu CCCP; BblsiBIeHHE cTpaTerdil ajganTalMd HWccleloBaTeNeldl Ha JUPEKTHBBI
MApPTUHHBIX W COBETCKUX OPTaHOB; YCTAHOBJICHWE TJIABHBIX HCTOPUYECKUX 3TANlOB M3y4UeHHUS INaHHON
MPOOJIEMBI U YCTAHOBJICHUE X OCHOBHBIX OCOOCHHOCTEH.

Hayuynasi HOBH3HAa ¥ OPUTHHAJBHOCTBH: KOMIDIEKCHOE M3YYE€HHE HCTOPUHU ATHO-HAIMOHATBHBIX
uccinenopanuii B MACCP/MCCP, kotopoe 1o0ka3ajio uTo mpoOiieMa CYIIECTBOBAHUS «MOJIIABCKOTO
HapoAa» M «MOIIJABCKOTO S3bIKa» SIBISICTCS JIO)KHOHM, TIIOCTABIEHHOW COBETCKOW BIACTBIO IS
ynosneTBopenus: umiiepckux uHTepecoB CCCP; BbIsiBIeHHe, HA OCHOBE JOKYMEHTAJIbHBIX UCTOYHUKOB,
pelaronieil posiu MapTUHHBIX W COBETCKHX OPTaHOB B OpPTaHW3alliU Tporecca U (GOpMYIHPOBKE 3aad
WCCIIEIOBAHMUS 3THO-HAIMOHAIEHOW TIPOOJIEMBI.

Pemrenne Hay4yHoOW mMpo0JieMbl 3aKIIFOYACTCS B peallu3aliy MepBoi (yHIaMEHTaIbHOW HAaydHOM
pabOTBl 1O HCTOPHUM  OSTHO-HAIIMOHAIBHBIX  HUccienoBanuii B MACCP/MCCP B  mnepuon
KOMMYHHCTHYECKOW AUKTATYPHI.

Teopernyeckasi 3HAYHMOCTD: pa3pabdOTKa KOHIENTYaIbHO-TEOPETUIECKAX PAMOK UCTOPHU ATHO-
HallMOHAJBHBIX HccaenoBanuii B MACCP/MCCP; BxitoyeHne B HaydHBId  000poOT HOBBIX,
OPUTHHAIIBHBIX JIAHHBIX, KOTOPBIE 00OTalIaloT CYIIECTBYIONINE 3HAHUS B JIAHHOM OOJIaCTH, TEM CaMbIM
JUKBUJUPYS HAYYHBIA BaKyyM I10 JAaHHOW TEeMaTHKeE.

IpuknagHasi nEHHOCTH PadoOTHI. TOJYYCHHBIE HAaydYHBIE JaHHBIE MOTYT MPEJCTaBIATh
WHQOPMALMOHHBI  MHTEpec Uil OyAyHIMX HCCIEJOBaHUM, COCTaBISAs LEHHBIM SMIUPUYECKUH |
KOHIICNITYaJIbHO-TEOPETHYECKHI MaTEepHAaL.

BHenpeHnue HaAyYHBIX Pe3yJbTATOB: TEOPETUUECKHE U IPAKTUUECKUE PE3YJbTAThl IOATBEPKACHBI
myOnukanuen 3 crareil B aKKpEeOUTOBAaHHBIX HAy4YHBIX JKypHaJlax, 2 pe3foMe W 2 MaTepHajioB Ha

pGCHY6III/IKaHCKI/IX " MCKAYHAPOAHBIX HAYUYHBIX MCPONIPUATUAX.
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